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“I Gave a Party, but No One Came!”

Key Verse:

Matthew 22:14.  “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
Main Idea:

In order to go to heaven and take part in Jesus’ wedding feast, we must accept His invitation and dress ourselves in His righteousness.
Introduction: 

Divide the class into groups of about five students, with everyone in a group being of the same gender.  Ask the boys to pretend they are helping their big brother plan his wedding.  They are to decide what the groomsmen are to wear, where the wedding will be held, and the menu for the rehearsal dinner.  They can be as extravagant as they want because big brother just inherited $1,000,000.

Ask the groups of girls to pretend they are helping their big sister plan her wedding.  They are to decide what the bridesmaids will wear, how to decorate the church, where the reception will be and what food will be served.  They can be as extravagant as they want because the bride’s rich uncle is paying all the bills.

Allow about five to ten minutes for the groups to plan and then have fun as they share what they would do.  

After each group has reported, ask questions like these to lead into the Bible study.

1. Why do we have the custom of making a wedding really nice?

2. What if the bride and groom made really elaborate and expensive preparations for their wedding and no one showed up except the minister who was to marry them?

3. What do you think they would do with all the decorations, flowers and food that had been prepared for the wedding and reception?

Bible Study:

Say  “Jesus told a story in which a father experienced just what we’ve been talking about.  Let’s see what he did.”  Read Matthew 22:1-14 aloud from a modern translation like The Message or The New Living Translation.   Put some dramatic interpretation into it so it seems like a short story or news report.

Use the same group divisions as above.  Give each group one of the three assignments below.  Ask the class to work together to answer the questions and prepare to share their answers with the whole group in about fifteen minutes.

Assignment 1:  How would you describe the people on the first guest list?  Think about these questions.

1. What kind of people do you suppose were on the king’s original guest list?  Who would a powerful, rich man invite to his son’s wedding today?

2. When would you guess the initial invitation was given?

3. Do you consider the excuses given for not attending valid or not?  Why?

4. What could have motivated those who abused and killed the king’s servants?

Assignment 2:  Why do you think the king extended his second invitation to people on the streets?  Think about these questions.

1. Did they have an established relationship with the family?

2. Did they have anything to offer the king or his son?

3. Did they deserve to be invited?

4. So, why did the king invite them?

Assignment 3:  Describe the king’s reactions to various people in the story.  Answer these questions.

1. How did he respond to those who refused his invitation?

2. How did he respond to those who mistreated his servants?

3. How did he respond to the man who entered the wedding feast without the proper clothing?
Application:

After all the groups have reported, identify the characters in the story in order to determine its spiritual meaning.

1. Who do the king and his son represent?

2. Who do the people on the original guest list represent?

3. Who do the guests brought in from the streets represent?

4. What does this story teach us about God’s invitation to experience His grace and hospitality through all of eternity? 

 Ask students to fill the blanks in these responses:

1. Those who reject His invitation are ___________________________.

2. Those who accept His invitation are clothed in righteousness and allowed to enjoy the pleasures of heaven.
Encourage the students in the class to consider which group they are in.  Emphasize that it in order to go to heaven and take part in Jesus’ wedding feast, we must accept His invitation and dress ourselves in His righteousness.

Student Handout

“I Gave a Party, but No One Came!”

Key Verse:

Matthew 22:14.  “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
In order to go to heaven and take part in Jesus’ wedding feast, we must accept His invitation and dress ourselves in His righteousness.
Guys, describe what you would decide to use for you brother’s wedding if you had no financial limitations.  Think about these items usually provided by the groom or his parents.

· What the groom and his groomsmen will wear.

· Where the wedding will be held.

· The menu and location for the rehearsal dinner.

Girls, describe what you would decide to use for your sister’s wedding if you had no financial limitations.   Think about these items usually provided by the bride or her parents.

· The bride’s dress.

· The bridesmaids’ dresses.

· The menu and location of the reception.

Bible Study:

After listening to the story Jesus told about a wedding, meet with a few people in a group to do one of the following assignments.  Share what you learn with the rest of the class later.

Assignment 1:  How would you describe the people on the first guest list?  Think about these questions.

1. What kind of people do you suppose were on the king’s original guest list?  Who would a powerful, rich man invite to his son’s wedding today?

2. When would you guess the initial invitation was given?

3. Do you consider the excuses given for not attending valid or not?  Why?

4. What could have motivated those who abused and killed the king’s servants?

Assignment 2:  Why do you think the king extended his second invitation to people on the streets?  Think about these questions.

1. Did they have an established relationship with the family?

2. Did they have anything to offer the king or his son?

3. Did they deserve to be invited?

4. So, why did the king invite them?

Assignment 3:  Describe the king’s reactions to various people in the story.  Answer these questions.

1. How did he respond to those who refused his invitation?

2. How did he respond to those who mistreated his servants?

3. How did he respond to the man who entered the wedding feast without the proper clothing?
Application:

Identify the characters in the story in order to determine its spiritual meaning.

1. Who do the king and his son represent?

2. Who do the people on the original guest list represent?

3. Who do the guests brought in from the streets represent?

4. What does this story teach us about God’s invitation to experience His grace and hospitality through all of eternity? 

Which group are you in based on how you have responded to God’s invitation to join the wedding feast of His Son Jesus?

What do you need to do in order to be sure you into the banquet hall?

What do you need to do in order to be allowed to stay at the wedding feast?
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